even know what his name meant, and made him discard it in
the face of the Ghibelline Kaiser and the Holy Roman Empire.
In the revival of that war the soldier, equipped with a few atomic
bombs, fought with the strength of a million but the idolized
Bible was still at the back of the popular newspapers, full of
the spirit of the campaigns of Joshua, holding up our sword
as the sword of the Lord and Gideon, and hounding us on to
the slaughter of those modern Amalekites and Canaanites, the
Germans, as idolaters and children of the devil. Though the
formula (King and Country) was different, the spirit was the
same: it was the old imaginary conflict of Jehovah against Baal;
only, as the Germans were also fighting for King and Country,
and were quite as convinced as we that Jehovah, the Lord strong
and mighty, the Lord mighty in battle, the Lord of Hosts (now
called big battalions), was their God, and that ours was his
enemy, they fought as hard and felt quite as virtuous. But the
wounds to civilization were so serious that we do not as yet
know whether they are not going to prove mortal, because they
are being kept open by the Old Testament' spirit and methods
and superstitions.
The situation is past trifling. The ancient worshippers of
Jehovah, armed with sword and spear, and demoralized by a
clever boy with a sling, could not murder and destroy wholesale.'
But with machine gun and amphibious tank, aeroplane and gas
bomb, operating on cities where millions of inhabitants are
depending for light and heat, water and food, on centralized
mechanical organs like great steel hearts and arteries, that can be
smashed in half an hour by a boy in a bomber, we really must
take care that the boy is better educated than Noah and Joshua.
In plain words, as we cannot get rid of the Bible, it will get rid
of us unless we learn to read it "in the proper spirit," which I
take to be the spirit of intellectual integrity that obliges honest
thinkers to read every line which pretends to divine authority
with all their wits about them, and to judge it exactly as they
judge the Koran, the Upanishads, the Arabian Nights, this morn-
ings leading article in The Times, or last week's cartoon in
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